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‘Thank you Chairman Taylor and committee members for holding this
hearing on Senate Bill 498, which would grant an exemption to the ban on

electronic weapons for jail officers.

SB 498 attempts to correct a technical issue in the statutes, due to the
fact that jail officers (in the current context) did not exist when the electronic
weapons statute was adopted in 1981. When the legislature adopted this
]aw, most Wisconsin jails were operated by Sheriff’s Deputies, and the 1dea
of career civilian correctional personnel had not entered the mainstream.

Jail officer training requirements were adopted for officers hired after July 2, .
1983.

Under current law, there is an exemption for corrections personnel
working for thé Wisconsin Department of Corrections. Another exemption
applies to peacé officers, who are defined as “Any person vested by law with
a duty to maintain public order or to make arrests for crime whether that

duty extends to all crimes or is limited to specific crimes.”

Recently it has come into question whether the jail officers meet the

criteria of a peace officer, if a strict interpretation of the statute is used. This




issue was brought to my attention by the Waushara County Sheriff, David
Peterson, who contacted Sen. Lassa and I, as well as Sen. Olsen and Rep.
Molepske, to seek a legislative remedy to this situation. Through his
network of contacts with the Wisconsin Sheriff’s and Deputy Sheriff’s
Association, several other legislators were contacted at the same time to
correct this problem. We had 10 co-sponSors for this proposal before the co-

sponsor memo was even circulated.

Electronic weapons, commonly referred to as Tasers, are a non-lethal
deterrent to unruly behavior by inmates, and an effective tool to gain
compliance. Their use can prevent or limit the physical injuries that may be

suffered by both the jail officers and inmates, if an altercation were to occur.

SB 498 seeks to codify the exemption for jail officers, and alleviate
any fears that these hard working individuals may have that they could face

criminal charges, just for doing their job.

All of the committee members should have received written testimony
from Marquette County Sheriff Gaffney, Waushara County Sheriff Peterson,
and Corrections Corporal Small, who is a trainer in the use of tasers for
corrections purposes. AB 759, the assembly companion to SB 498, passed
the assembly last night on a voice vote, and I hope that your committee can
support this proposal as well. T would be happy to answer questions at this

time.




Rep. Ballweg
Thank you for supporting this important issue.

I am very much in support of the change in AB759. It makes no common
senge not to allow jailers the ability to control violent inmates in a
county jail setting by prohibiting the use of electronic control
devises (Taser). The Taser is a widely accepted tool to control violent
behavior without the officer engaging physically with an inmate and
risking injury to the inmate or officer.

We have had many cases in Marquette County where we have controlled
violent individuals by the use of tasters and have been asked to have
our patrol deputies respond to a jail issue and assist with a violent
situation. Having the ability of ocur jail officers to have these
electronic tools available quickly will make our jail safer for the
inmates and staff alike.

Our legislature should act with out delay to correct this oversight and
make the necessary changes in AB759 to help protect our professional
jail staff.

Thank you for your continued support of this important public safety
issue. '

Sheriff Kim V. Gaffney

Marguette County Sheriff's Department
67 Park Street

P.O. Box 630

Montello WI 53249

608-297-2115
kgaffney@co.marquette.wi.us
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Senate Bill 498 Testimony _
Senate Committee on Judiciary, Corrections, and Housing
Room 201 Southeast
3:00 p.m.

Chamrwoman Taylor and Committee Members,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony today on Senate Bill 498,
which I am proud to co-author with Representative Ballweg at the request of
Waushara County Sheriff David Peterson and others.

As my colleague just testified, this bill would allow county correctional officers to
carry an electronic weapon — a “Taser” — while they are on duty. This would
essentially legalize a practice which is already common today; many correctional
facilities do not know that county officers are not allowed to carry electronic
weapons and, in fact, use them as part of their daily practice.

I have heard from both sheriffs and county correctional officers in my district on
numerous occasions about the need to legalize this practice. They all agree from
personal experience that even merely carrying a Taser has improved the safety of
the county jails in which they work. For them, being able to carry and use these
electronic weapons if needed makes dealing with disruptive and sometimes
combative inmates much easier and safer for everyone involved.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this legislation. I'd be happy to
answer any questions that you might have.
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Waushara County Sheriff’s Department

David R. Peterson, Sheriff
430 East Division Street
Wautoma, WI 54982
920-787-3321
Fax: 920-787-7685

‘Entergency Management 920-787-6571 Jail  920-787-6591 Work Release Center 920-787-6659

Fax 920-787-7685 Fax 920-787-6524 ' : Fax 920-787-6658

February 27, 2008

Frorn Waushara Coun‘ry Sherlff Davrd R Pe'rerson
Re SenaTe B|II 498 R . ‘ :

in. de escafa?mg verbal and phy5|cal conf licts between inmates. In most cases their
knowledge of the dynamics within the Jail and verbal skills are sufficient to resolve the
situation. There: are occasions when force is necessary in order to keep everyone . safe and
1'hese ar'e the: ’rlmes when a eIecTr‘omc con'rr'ol dewce is the most appr'opr'lm‘e ophon -

The correcﬂonal offlcer‘s are ‘rralned m The deploymenT of electronic conTroE devuces
Correctional offtcers within the state prison system are authorized: 'ro use electronic control
devices. Several county jails are housing stdte inmates. Delay in pussmg AB?59 will be

~ detrimental to all county jails, Pfease'suppo AB759 and expedl_?_e_ a_’rs_ passage to correct an

apparent oversugh? in The sTa?uTes s e

Thank you, |

Sheriff David R. Peterson =~~~
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David R. Peterson, Sheriff
430 East Division Street
Wautoma, WI 54982
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From Waushara County Correctlons Corporal James Small G
Re Senate Blll 498 SE _ _

To whom 1t may concern

devrces since 2003 In addrt1on to this tralmng, 1 have studied the’ relatronshlp between in-custody
death and electromc control” dewces as a portion of my master 8 degree course work :

In the ten years smce I graduated from the basic law enforcement recruit academy I have found
electronic weapons to be'a great advancement in gaining control over resistive subjects. IThave
responded to hundreds of incidents within the Waushara County jail while armed with these
devices. Thave displayed them to dozens of individuals in order to gain comphance from resistive
subjects. I have discharged electronic weapons several times in order safely handeuff. noricompliant
-and actively resisting subjects. Due fo my trammg and experience I am convmced that these devices
are as safe and effectwe as: the vanous weapons : 'facturers c1a1m- FEE T -

Ultlmately, our. goal is to prov1de for the safe conﬁnement of those bemg held 1n county jails and to
ensure the safety of the staff and visitors to the institution. Electromc weapons are the best manner
available to assist staff in mamtammg safe Jalls when and inmate is threatemng others with harm.
There is presently no: sub stitute that provides this same level of safety and effectiveness when taking
dangerous noncomphant 1nmates mto custody For these reasons I urge you to approve SB 498.

James Smail
Corrections Corporal




